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The police confiscation of student’s statue of liberty not only triggered a record turnout for 
the June 4 commemorations, it also significantly increased worry about freedom of the press 
and of assembly.  Fears of social unrest are up, dissatisfaction with the Hong Kong 
government is up.  Dissatisfaction with Chief Executive Tsang is at a record high.  Attitudes 
toward the government’s constitutional reform package have shifted strongly toward 
rejecting the package, particularly if it is not amended.  Dissatisfaction with Beijing’s 
handling of Hong Kong affairs is at a post-1997 record, higher than at any point under Chief 
Executive Tung Chee-hwa.  Among students, dissatisfaction with the Central Government’s 
handling of Hong Kong affairs now prevails among three out of four.  Hong Kong may be at 
risk of serious destabilization.1 
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*Table is in Appendix at end of this report 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 Random sample telephone survey of 934 persons with Hong Kong permanent residency conducted 4-14 June 
2010.  Range of error at the 95% confidence interval is +/-3 points.  Full questions indicate exact text of 
question asked.  Questions posed in Cantonese, Mandarin, other Chinese dialects and English, as interviewees 
preferred.  See final page of this report and http://www.hktp.org for further details. 
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 Non-students Students Av of All 
Very dissatisfied 20 22 20 
Somewhat dissatisfied 34 52 36 
Somewhat satisfied 29 13 28 
Very satisfied 4 2 4 
Don’t Know  12 12 12 
total 100 100 100 
table contents:   Percent of Column Total 
Chi-square =  15.73 with 4 df  p = 0.0034     
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The situation has deteriorated significantly since May among students: 
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*See Appendix for Table 
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Specifically on satisfaction with Donald Tsang’s performance on constitutional reform: 
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Tsang’s handling of constitutional reform per se is a major component but not the only factor 
driving dissatisfaction with his performance as Chief Executive.  For example, Chart 4 shows 
that dissatisfaction has risen with government to government relations between the SAR and 
the PRC Central Government.  Table 5 shows strong increases in concern about freedom of 
press and assembly while Chart 8 and 9 show rising concern with rule of law and job 
opportunities for young graduates. 
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A majority of 57 percent are very or somewhat worried about young graduate’s employment, 
clearly well above their concern about their own employment situation at 23 percent.  Worry 
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about social unrest and street protests has risen from 26 percent very and somewhat worried 
in May to 35 percent in June. 
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Summary:   
Opposition to the government’s reform proposals has risen from 41 percent in May to 46 
percent in June while support has fallen from 42 percent in May to 38 percent in June.  
Rejection of accepting the plan has risen, from 33 percent rejecting to 44 percent rejecting 
acceptance.  When asked at the end of the survey what they want Legco to do if the package 
is unchanged at the end, 43 percent support passage, 45 percent oppose.  Unless the plan is 
amended, a majority does not appear to be forming to support or accept passage. 
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Group Count % 
GC only 660 71 
FC only 4 0.4 
Both 100 11 
Not registered 165 18 
DK 5 0.5 
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Agreement that gradual reform is better than no progress at all has fallen significantly 
between May and June.  While a strong majority still agrees, it has dropped from about 3 out 
4 agreeing to about 2 out of 3. 
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Chart/Table 29c retests the specifics of the government package for Legco, reconfirming the 
earlier finding that there is no majority either in favor or against the government reforms.  
But Chart/Table 29d shows that a majority do want something changed in the FC system, 
either in its voting franchises, its corporate voting, or a firm promise about fixing it in future. 
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It appears that the government’s hardline response to negotiations has triggered a hardline 
response by the public in return.  While in early May several options would have persuaded a 
majority to support the government’s reform package, now only two options would still 
deliver a majority of support.  Only if Beijing promised to abolish the Functional 
Constituencies or if corporate voting were abolished would a majority support the current 
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reform package.  Two other options, if DC appointees were abolished and if all elected DC 
members were included on Chief Executive Election Committee as in 2005 now narrowly fail 
to deliver a majority.   
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One proposal that did return a bare majority in early May, the DC members nominating 
candidates who would then be elected among by the voters, has now been rejected.  People 
appear willing to consider expanding Legco to 80, depending on the details, one presumes 
given the large number of Don’t Know responses rather than outright rejection or acceptance, 
but by and large the public has decided that only ending corporate voting or getting a promise 
from Beijing to end FCs altogether will do. 
 
Effect of change excluding Don’t Know responses in 4-13 June 2010 
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No problem 2 3 3 
Salary cuts 2 4 1 
Employment/unemployment 27 15 23 
Negative growth rate 9 3 6 
Business closings 0.3 0.3 0.2 
Affordable housing/ property market 4 14 7 
Hong Kong stock market 0.4 0.4 0.4 
Hong Kong int’l competitiveness 1 2 2 
Inflation 2 3 2 
Wealth gap 14 14 7 
Welfare cuts 1 2 1 
Elderly welfare 3 8 0.3 
All economic 63.7 68.7 49.9 
Corruption 0.1 0.4 0.4 
Political stability 9 6 14 
Freedom of press, demonstration, travel 1 3 5 
Autonomy of HK 1 0.4 2 
Fair judiciary 0.4 1 1 
competence of civil servants 0.2 0.1 0.3 
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All Political 12 11.9 23.7 
Good quality education 4 6 2 
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All social 7.2 10 5 
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! $K!

FYY[C/\]$
!
V2JD($"^$$6230140(5_5011230140(5$903:$O(-47-82'M($74$3:($YKI$E7L(-'8('3$:2'5D0'E$
`7'E$;7'E$24420-1$
$ 6230140(5$ /011230140(5$ /7'R3$a'79$
A&@!"TT$! #4! 4;! #"!
R9B!"TT$! #$! 4W! #"!
A&@!"TT;! #"! W$! "W!
R9B!"TT4! #K! WK! #K!
%9>/!"TT4! "_! W#! #"!
R9B!"TTW! $"! ;T! #K!
]&7*!"TTW! #_! 4a! "4!
]&.9!"TT_! ;4! ;"! ";!
](.!"TTa! W"! ##! "_!
A>)!"TTa! W_! "_! "W!
]&.9!"TTa! Wa! "_! "4!
]&7*!"TTa! _;! ""! "4!
c2/!"TTa! W_! "4! "_!
A>)!"TTT! W4! "T! "W!
]&7*!"TTT! WK! #4! "4!
b0G!"TTT! 4_! #W! "_!
A>)!#KKK! 44! $"! "$!
A&@!#KKK! 4W! #_! "W!
b0G!#KKK! 4K! $W! ";!
A>)!#KK"! ;W! $;! #K!
]&7*!#KK"! 4_! #T! ";!
b0G!#KK"! 44! #W! "T!
A>)!#KK#! 4T! #4! "W!
A&@!#KK#! 4_! #4! "a!
]&.9!#KK$! 4_! #a! "4!
b0G!#KK$! _#! "a! "K!
A>)!#KK;! ;_! $_! "W!
Z(*!#KK;! $_! 4K! "#!
]&.9!#KK;! $a! 4$! T!
]&7*!#KK;! $a! 4K! "#!
A&@!#KK;! ;_! ;K! "#!
b0G!#KK;! 44! $#! "$!
@2.$)**B$ A=$ )=$ ""$
%&D.$)**B$ B#$ )>$ ")$
C7L$)**B$ A=$ )B$ "*$
@2-$)**A$ AA$ )<$ ""$
C7L$)**A$ A?$ )<$ "*$
FO-$)**?$ A>$ ))$ >$
@2.$)**#$ ?"$ )"$ #$
%&'($)**#$ ##$ B$ A$
%&D.$)**#$ #>$ B$ B$
F&E$)**#$ ?"$ )"$ #$
6(O3$)**#$ ?*$ ))$ #$
@2.$)**>$ ?"$ ">$ "*$
C7L$)**>$ A=$ )A$ "*$
@2.$)*"*$ B?$ <<$ >$
%&'($)*"*$$ <)$ BA$ ")$

!
!



! $"!

V2JD($)$$F-($.7&$M&--('3D.$1230140(5$903:$3:($E('(-2D$O(-47-82'M($74$$`7'E$;7'E!
Q7L(-'8('3b$

$ 6230140(5$ /011230140(5$ /7'R3$a'79$
R9B!"TT$! WK! $"! T!
A&@!"TT$! 4_! #a! "4!
R9B!"TT;! 4a! #a! ";!
A&@!"TT;! 4W! $K! ";!
R9B!"TT4! ;$! $4! ##!
%9>!"TT4! ;W! ;4! T!
R9B!"TTW! WK! #W! "4!
]&7*!"TTW! W_! #"! ""!
R9B!"TT_! _$! #K! _!
]&.9!"TT_! WW! #_! _!
](.!"TTa! 4"! $4! ;!
A>)!"TTa! ;a! ;"! "#!
]&.9!"TTa! $_! 4W! _!
c2/!"TTa! ;#! ;a! "K!
A>)37!"TTT! ;W! ;$! ""!
]&7*!"TTT! ;K! 4#! _!
b0G!"TTT! ;"! 4"! a!
A>)!#KKK! $T! 4$! a!
A&@!#KKK! $K! W"! ;!
c2/!#KKK! $"! W#! W!
A>)!#KK"! $#! 4a! "K!
]&7*!#KK"! $4! 4T! 4!
b0G!#KK"! #;! Wa! _!
A>)!#KK#! $"! WK! T!
A&@!#KK#! ##! _#! W!
b0G!#KK#! #$! WT! T!
]&.9!#KK$! #$! WT! a!
?92!#KK$! "W! _T! W!
A>)!#KK;! #$! W_! "K!
]&7*!#KK;! #K! _#! a!
A&@!#KK;! #4! W_! a!
b0G!#KK;! $$! W"! W!
Z(*!#KK4! ;W! ;a! _!
]&7*!#KK4! 4W! $;! "K!
b0G!#KK4! W4! #_! ;!
R9B!#KKW! W"! $#! #!
Z()!#KKW! W$! $$! 4!
b0G!#KKW! W#! $;! ;!
A>)37!#KK_! W;! $"! W!
Z(*!#KKa! W;! $"! 4!
]&.9!#KKa! W_! #_! W!
]&7*!#KKa! 4;! ;#! 4!
A&@!#KKa! 4K! ;$! _!
%9>/!#KKa! ;$! 4"! W!
Z(*!#KKT! ;"! 4$! 4!
c2/!#KKT! ;#! 4$! ;!
](.!#K"K! ;$! 4"! $!
Z(*!#K"K! $T! 4;! _!
]&.9!#K"K! $4! WK! 4!
k891!:0./!3.132(/96!2=(.@9!:)0'!5O!J&.@!/0!J6(.@!!
!
!
!
!
!
!



! $#!

V2JD($<$$6230142M307'$903:$D04($0'$`7'E$;7'E$$
$ 6230140(5$ /011230140(5$ /7'R3$a'79$

Nov 19 91 84! 15! 1!
R9B!"TT$! a4! "$! #!
A&@!"TT$! aa! "K! #!
R9B!"TT;! aa! "K! #!
A&@!"TT;! a_! "K! $!
R9B!"TT4! aW! T! 4!
%9>/!"TT4! aK! "a! #!
R9B!"TTW! a4! "$! #!
]&7*!"TTW! aa! "K! #!
R9B!"TT_! TK! T! "!
]&.9!"TT_! aW! "#! #!
](.!"TTa! a"! "W! $!
A>)!"TTa! _"! #W! $!
]&7*!"TTa! _;! #4! "!
c2/!"TTa! _K! #_! $!
A>)!"TTT! _#! #;! $!
]&7*!"TTT! _$! #W! "!
b0G!"TTT! _#! #W! #!
A>)!#KKK! W4! $$! #!
A&@!#KKK! W4! $"! ;!
b0G!#KKK! W_! $K! $!
A>)!#KK"! W"! $;! 4!
]&.9!#KK"! _"! #4! ;!
b0G!#KK"! W;! $$! $!
A>)!#KK#! WW! $"! $!
A&@!#KK#! W#! $;! ;!
b0G!#KK#! WW! $"! $!
]&.9!#KK$! WK! $_! $!
b0G!#KK$! 4"! ;;! ;!
?92!#KK$! 4_! $T! 4!
A>)!#KK;! W_! #_! 4!
]&7*!#KK;! 44! $T! W!
A&@!#KK;! W$! $#! ;!
b0G!#KK;! W4! $#! ;!
Z(*!#KK4! _a! #K! #!
]&7*!#KK4! _a! #K! #!
b0G!#KK4! _$! #$! ;!
R9B!#KKW! _W! ##! #!
Z()!#KKW! _4! #K! ;!
b0G!#KKW! aK! "T! "!
A>)!#KK_! _4! ##! $!
Z(*!#KKa! __! #K! $!
]&.9!#KKa! a;! "$! #!
]&7*!#KKa! aK! "a! #!
A&@!#KKa! _;! #$! $!
%9>/!#KKa! _4! #;! "!
Z(*!#KKT! _#! #W! #!
](.!#K"K! Wa! #T! $!
Z(*!#K"K! _4! #;! #!
]&.9!#K"K! __! ##! "!
k891!:0./!3.132(/96!2=(.@9!:)0'!5O!J&.@!/0!J6(.@!!
!



! $$!

V2JD($=$$6230142M307'$903:$O(-47-82'M($74$6FK$E7L(-'8('3$5(2D0'E$903:$YKI$
E7L(-'8('3$

$ 6230140(5$ /011230140(5$ /7'R3$a'79$
R9B!"TT4! #"! ;W! $$!
%9>/!"TT4! #$! ;a! #T!
R9B!"TTW! $K! ;"! #T!
]&7*!"TTW! $_! $a! #4!
]&.9!"TT_! ;;! ;"! "4!
](.!"TTa! ;;! $#! #;!
]&7*!"TTa! W"! #4! ";!
c2/!"TTa! 4_! #W! "_!
]&7*!"TTT! ;$! ;#! "4!
b0G!"TTT! $T! ;W! "4!
A>)!#KKK! ;#! ;$! "4!
A&@!#KKK! ;#! ;4! "$!
b0G!#KKK! ;;! ;$! "$!
A>)!#KK"! $#! 4"! "_!
]&7*!#KK"! ;4! ;#! "$!
b0G!#KK"! $W! ;T! "4!
A>)!#KK#! ;W! ;K! ";!
A&@!#KK#! ;"! ;#! "_!
b0G!#KK#! ;W! ;#! ""!
R9B!#KK$! $$! ;T! "a!
]&.9!#KK$! $W! ;T! "4!
b0G!#KK$! ;T! $_! ";!
A>)37!#KK;! $$! 4$! ";!
Z(*!#KK;! #T! 4_! ";!
]&.9!#KK;! $K! W;! W!
]&7*!#KK;! $T! 4"! "K!
A&@!#KK;! ;W! ;$! "K!
b0G!#KK;! 4"! ;K! T!
@2.$)**B$ A=$ )=$ ")$
C7L$)**B$ ?"$ )"$ #$
@2-$)**A$ A?$ )"$ ")$
C7L$)**A$ A>$ )<$ #$
FO-$)**?$ A>$ ))$ >$
@2.$)**#$ A<$ )?$ >$
6(O3$)**#$ B>$ <<$ #$
@2.$)**>$ BA$ <<$ "*$
C7L$)**>$ BA$ <?$ ?$
@2.$)*"*$ BA$ <?$ ?$
%&'($)*"*$ ==$ =>$ ?$
k891!:0./!3.132(/96!2=(.@9!:)0'!5O!J&.@!/0!J6(.@!!
!
!



! $;!

V#+4?-,;1'$7)
$
$
6(c$74$-(1O7'5('31$
X)0&>! I7&'3$ H$
Z(79! =#*$ B"$
R9'(79! =B=$ =>$
$
$
T0-3:OD2M($
X)0&>! I7&'3$ H$
C0.@!D0.@!! A>=$ ?=$
Z(3.7(.1!5=3.(! )*A$ ))$
O769<=9)9! <<$ =$
$
FE($
X)0&>! I7&'3$ H$
"aI"T! =B$ B$
#KI#T! ")?$ "=$
$KI$T! ")"$ "<$
;KI;T! )="$ )A$
4KI4T! )"*$ )<$
WKIWT! ""#$ "<$
_KITK! B*$ B$
!
A@9!)9@)0&>91!
X)0&>! I7&'3$ H$
"aI$K! "?)$ ">$
$KI4T! B?)$ A<$
WKITK! "A#$ "#$
!
!
!



! $4!

C#&1497),59)$45&,$&)9#&,'67)
!
89>0)/!<)3//9.!B*+!!Z32=(97!O,!?9X07*9)!
%&)G9*!(1'3.36/)(/30.!(.1!5=3.969!/)(.67(/30.+!!^,D,!5=9&.@!
A/!/=9!T4h!20.:319.29!79G97M!)(.@9!0:!9))0)!36!>7&6!0)!'3.&6!$!>03./6!:0)!6&)G9*6!TKKI"M#KK!)96>0.19./6!
(.1!;!>03./6!:0)!/=069!WKKIaKK,!!!50'>79/30.!)(/96!:0)!/=9!6&)G9*6!)(.@9!:)0'!#ah!/0!$#h!0:!/=069!
20./(2/91!B*!/979>=0.9,!!J=9!>)0F92/!&691!(!D36=!/(B79!/0!)(.10'7*!319./3:*!20))96>0.19./6!(.1!/=9.!
62=91&791!(!2(77B(2H!3:!/=(/!6>923:32!)96>0.19./!<(6!.0/!(/!=0'9!&./37!#KKT,!!%&)G9*6!.0<!&69!/=9![.9P/!
B3)/=1(*\!'9/=01!3.!<=32=!/=9!)96>0.19./!36!2=069.!B*!<=0!=(1!/=9!'06/!)929./!B3)/=1(*!3.!/=9!
=0&69=071,!!50'>79/30.!)(/96!/9.1!/0!B9!70<9)!<3/=!(!D36=!/(B79M!B&/!)(.10'3m(/30.!0:!)96>0.696!Q.99191!
:0)!(22&)(/9!6/(/36/326S!/9.191!/0!B9!=3@=9)!/=(.!6&)G9*6!<=32=!3./9)G39<!)9(137*!(G(37(B79!)96>0.19./6!
&63.@!/=9!.9P/!B3)/=1(*!'9/=01,!!c719)!)96>0.19./6!<3/=!/=36!'9/=01!3.!/=9!9()7*!"TTK6!/9.191!/0!&69!
/)(13/30.(7!5=3.969!2(79.1()!<=9)9!(77![B3)/=1(*6\!()9!2979B)(/91!0.!/=9!6920.1!1(*!0:!/=9!7&.()!.9<!*9()M!
/=&6!19@)(13.@!)(.10'3m(/30.!19>9.19./!0.!/=36!'9/=01!Q3.!7&.()!2(79.1()!&63.@!60239/396!3.!A63(S,!!
O1&2(/30.!(.1!:('373()3m(/30.!<3/=!<96/9).!>)(2/3296!=(6!.0<!)369.!60!/=(/!/=9!.9P/!B3)/=1(*!'9/=01!36!
(>>)0(2=3.@!/=9!)(.10'3m(/30.!79G97!0:!/=9!D36=!'9/=01,!!b9P/!B3)/=1(*!'9/=01!36!:(6/9)!/0!(1'3.36/9)M!
'019)(/97*!6=0)/9.3.@!/3'9!:0)!3./9)G39<3.@,!!896>0.19./6!()9!3./9)G39<91!3.!5(./0.969M!Z(.1()3.M!
O.@736=M!C(HH(!(.1!0/=9)!7(.@&(@96Y13(792/6!(6!/=9*!>)9:9)!(.1!(6!3./9)G39<9)6!<3/=!7(.@&(@96!.99191!
()9!(G(37(B79,!!c/=9)!6&)G9*6!)9:9))91!/0!()9!C0.@!D0.@!J)(.63/30.!^)0F92/!6&)G9*6,!!?9/(376!0:!/=9!6&)G9*6!
(.1!)9>0)/6!0:!6('9!'(*!B9!:0&.1!0.!/=9!C0.@!D0.@!J)(.63/30.!^)0F92/!<9B63/9!(/!=//>+YY<<<,=H/>,0)@!!!
!
J=9!.&'B9)!0:!)96>0.19./6!3.!/=9!CDJ^!6&)G9*6+!
N= Nov  91 902 
 Feb   93 615 Aug  93 609 
 Feb   94 636 Aug  94 640 
 Feb   95 647 Aug  95 645 
 Feb   96 627 July  96 928      Dec  96 326 
! R9B!!T_! 4;W! ]&.9!!T_! "M"#T!
! ](.!!!Ta! _KK! A>)37!Ta! a4#! ]&.9!Ta! W#4!!!! !]&7*!Ta!!!!W;_!!! c2/!Ta!!!! a""!
! A>)!!TT! a$a! ]&7*!!!TT! a"4! ! ! ! ! b0G!TT! a"$!
! A>)!!KK! _K;! A&@!!KK! W#4n!!!!!!!!!A&@!KK!!"K4T!!!! c2/!!KK!!!!!_#"!! b0G!KK!!! aK"!
! A>)!!K"! a$K! ]&.9!!K"! aKa! ]&7!Q'913(!S!a$"! ]&7!Q>()/*S!"K#T!!! b0G!K"!! _4T!
! A>)!!K#! _4"! A&@!!!K#! _#"! ! ! ! ! b0G!K#! a";!
! Z()!!K$! _TK! ]&.9!!K$! __W! ! ! b0G!K$! a$W! ?92!K$! _KT!
! A>)!!K;! aKT! Z(*!!K;! a$$! ]&.9!K;k!!WaK!!! ]&7*!K;!k!T44! ]&7*!K;k! WT4! A&@!K;k! !_a"!

! ! ! ! ! %9>/!K;k! ! b0G!K;! __$! ?92!K;! aKK! ?92!R5kk!;K4!Q$W4S!
Z(*!K4! a#T! Z(*!R5kk$_W!!! ]&7*!K4!!!a"K! b0G!K4!!!a4T!
Z()!KW! aK4! A>)!!KW!!aK_! ]&7*!KW! "M"KW! b0G!KW!!!_KW!! b0G!KW!R5kk!$_;!
A>)!K_! aaT! Z(*!K_! aKK!
Z(*!Ka!X5!! _";! Z(*!Ka!R5kk!;KT! ]&.9!Ka!X5!_"K! ]&.9!R5!!$KK! ]&7*!Ka!X5!_"K! ]&7*!Ka!R5!$KK!
A&@!Ka!X5! _K4! A&@!Ka!R5!$K4! %9>/!Ka!X5!_#"! %9>/!R5!!$K;!
Z(*!KT! "M#K4! A&@!KT!"_K;M!W$aR5e59)/^9)60.6! b0G!KT!!!a$#! !
](.!"K! "M4KK! Z(*!"K!!_"4! ]&.9!"K! T$;!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!!!

*permanent residents, registered voters only  (part of a special 2004 election series) 
kkR&.2/30.(7!20.6/3/&9.2*!)9@36/9)91!G0/9)6!QG0/9)6!3.!%9>/9'B9)!#KK;Y#KKa!L9@20!9792/30.S!
ob0/!(77!6&)G9*6!()9!)9:9))91!/0!3.!/)9.1!69)396,!
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!!!
†All Figures are in percentages unless otherwise stated.  The Hong Kong Transition Project is funded since 
January 2009 by a grant from the Community Development Initiative Foundation and by commissioned 
research from other local and international NGOs.  These NGOs commission research but do not censor the 
reports or analysis which is done independently by project members.  Hong Kong Transition Project is 
committed to improving governance.  Its members believe democratic political systems tend toward delivering 
improved governance in almost all circumstances; it is non-partisan in methodology, ideology or political 
affiliation otherwise.  Some of the surveys above during Legco election years 2004 and 2008 were funded or co-
funded by Civic Exchange, and National Democratic Institute for International Affairs and those years and 
earlier funding of research was supported by competitively awarded grants from the Research Grants Council of 
the University Grants Committee.  None of the institutions mentioned above is responsible for any of the views 
expressed herein. 


